OUR AMBASSADOR KING

feeling was expressed in the silence of some quarters
of the city when the Prince arrived, and by the enforced
closing of the bazaars. At Allahabad the native city
was deserted for the duration of the Prince's visit there.
The implicit ugliness of these silences and withdrawals
could not be ignored. Those who were responsible for
the arrangements of the tour rightly took a very serious
view of these developments.

Another misapprehension, which has been fostered
by some of the accounts of this journey, is that the Prince
himself made light of these manifestations. He took risks,
it is true, and had to be advised against taking any that
were unnecessary. Sometimes in the excess of his desire
to conciliate the refractory elements, his judgment was
mistaken. In that respect he was in good and honourable
company, for there is hardly another country in the
world where the Englishman has gained so much ex-
perience through so much error as in India. But those
who have been in continual and immediate touch with
the Prince, have always borne testimony to his readiness
to admit an oversight or a too sanguine opinion in the
forming of his projects. Part of his wisdom has always
been the willingness to learn, and even if this is a natural
trait, being inherited from each of his parents, credit can
also be given to the early training he received at the hands
of his tutor, Mr. H. P. Hansell.

The Prince, of course, was continually being shown
examples of the Indian arts and crafts, the skill and
beauty of which have been a source of abiding wonder
to the world. In all the heated discussions which have
recently been centred round the subject of India's
future, it is strange to find so little reference to the work
and products of artists and craftsmen, whose activities,
after all, are an integral part of the country's life. That
much-vaunted book Mother India^ reveals a fatal flaw in
giving no attention to this all-important aspect of the
mind of India. Nor is any evidence of its importance to
be found in the Simon Commission's report, which it
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